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Fall Semester 2012
Dr. Achim Kopp

MWR 4:00-4:50
107 Knight Hall

100 Knight Hall
Telephone: 301-2761 (O); 474-6248 (H) 

Office Hours: MW 12-1, T 11-12   
E-Mail: kopp_a@mercer.edu

                      and by appointment
Web Site: www.mercer.edu/fll/index.html 

LAT 485.001: Assistantship for Latin 111-112
This one-credit-hour course offers selected Latin majors or minors a chance to serve as assistants in LAT 111 during fall semester 2012. The assistant is expected to attend 1.5 classes a week on average, study the assigned work, and help conduct classroom and online activities. One important task is to offer review sessions to small groups or individual students outside of class, especially before tests and exams. The assistant will be asked to look over, but will not evaluate, students’ work. In addition, the assistant will be required to complete a written reflection on the experience. The course does not count toward the major or minor and may not be repeated. S/U grading is mandatory. 

Textbook
Maurice Balme and James Morwood. Oxford Latin Course. College Edition. Grammar, Exercises, Context. New York: Oxford University Press, 2012.

Maurice Balme and James Morwood. Oxford Latin Course. College Edition. Readings and Vocabulary. New York: Oxford University Press, 2012.

Objectives
· Reflect upon useful pedagogical techniques in the Beginning Latin classroom

· Practice designing appropriate exercises, both for face-to-face and online use
· Help Beginning Latin students (especially those experiencing difficulties) understand and learn the material by applying these techniques and exercises 

· Help students prepare for tests and quizzes outside of class
· Get the satisfaction of having a positive impact on the educational experience of students

· Review the grammatical, lexical, and cultural material of LAT 111
· Develop a deeper understanding of the role of a Latin teacher and explore whether teaching Latin comes easy to you   


Evaluation

Classroom performance






50 %

Written reflection








30 %

Attendance









20 %


When I assess your classroom performance, I will look at your ability to communicate with the Beginning Latin students (both individually and in small groups) and help them understand and practice the material. I will rate your ability to select and/or design exercises and your effectiveness in looking over students’ homework (without evaluating it) and helping them identify and remedy weaknesses. I will also consider your willingness and initiative to offer review sessions before quizzes, tests, and exams outside of class.

The written reflection is a two-page term paper in which you reflect upon your experiences, both positive and negative, in the classroom and during the review sessions. You are asked to describe the approaches you took to help the Beginning Latin students succeed. Your report should include an honest assessment of your pedagogical abilities with this particular group. The paper will be graded for contents (75%) and style (25%) and is due on Friday, December 7, 2012.


You are expected to attend no fewer than fifty percent of the scheduled class meetings, i.e. 22 of 43. Each week you must be present at least once. Days of tests and Colloquia Latina do not count toward your total number of classes attended. If at the end of the course you have attended fewer than 22 classes without valid excuse (such as serious illness or family emergency), five points will be deducted from your average for attendance per class missed.          
Course policies

Prerequisite:    Permission of the instructor
Last day to drop the course: Friday, August 24, 2012
Last day for course withdrawal: Friday, October 26, 2012  

Grading scale:
90-100        A                                        70-75          C





86-89          B+                                      66-69          D





80-85          B                                         0-65           F





76-79          C+

Electronic submission rule: Students bear sole responsibility for ensuring that papers or assignments submitted electronically to a professor are received in a timely manner and in the electronic format(s) specified by the professor. Students are therefore obliged to have their e-mail client issue a receipt verifying that the document has been received. Students are also strongly advised to retain a copy of the dated submission on a separate disk. Faculty members are encouraged, but not required, to acknowledge receipt of the assignment.

Honor code: The honor code will be firmly followed. While you are encouraged to work and study together with other students or with tutors, all written work that you submit must be your own. Please refer to the Lair (student handbook; see at http://studentaffairs.mercer.edu/studentaffairs/resources/upload/Lair-11-12-FINAL-with-revisions-2.pdf) for details regarding violations of the honor system.

Accommodation of disability: Students requiring accommodations for a disability should inform the instructor at the close of the first class meeting or as soon as possible. The instructor will refer you to the Disability Support Services Coordinator to document your disability, determine eligibility for accommodations under the ADAAA/Section 504 and to request a Faculty Accommodation Form. Disability accommodations or status will not be indicated on academic transcripts. In order to receive accommodations in a class, students with sensory, learning, psychological, physical or medical disabilities must provide their instructor with a Faculty Accommodation Form to sign. Students must return the signed form to the Disability Services Coordinator. A new form must be requested each semester. Students with a history of a disability, perceived as having a disability or with a current disability who do not wish to use academic accommodations are also strongly encouraged to register with the Disability Services Coordinator and request a Faculty Accommodation Form each semester. For further information, please contact Carole Burrowbridge, Disability Services Coordinator, at 301-2778 or visit the Disability Support Services website at http://www.mercer.edu/studentaffairs/disabilityservices.

Cell phone usage:
Out of courtesy for all those participating in the learning experience, all cell phones and pagers must be turned off before entering any classroom, lab, or formal academic or performance event.

End-of-semester course evaluation: In an ongoing effort to improve the quality of instruction, each student enrolled in this course is required to complete an end-of-semester course evaluation, to be administered during the last week of class. Students failing to submit the evaluation by Friday, December 7, 2012, will be assigned the grade of “Incomplete,” which will automatically turn into a “U” if the evaluation is not submitted by the midterm of Spring semester 2013.  

Tentative class schedule for LAT 111 (Fall 2012):
August
22
W
Course introduction; Latin pronunciation


23
R
OLC 1


24
F
Last day to drop the course


27
M
OLC 1


29
W
OLC 2


30
R
OLC 2

September
3
M
[Labor Day]


5
W
OLC 2


6
R
OLC 3


10
M
OLC 3


12
W
OLC 3


13
R
Test 1 (OLC 1-3); grade 1 for classroom performance

17
M
OLC 4 


19
W
OLC 4


20
R
OLC 4


24
M
OLC 4


26
W
OLC 5


27
R
OLC 5

October
1
M
OLC 5


3
W
OLC 5


4
R
OLC 6

8
M
OLC 6

10
W
Test 2 (OLC 4-6); grade 2 for classroom performance

11
R
[Fall Break]

15
M
OLC 6


17
W
OLC 6


18
R
OLC 7

22
M
OLC 7


24
W
OLC 7

25
R
OLC 7

26
F
Last day for course withdrawal


29
M
OLC 8


31
W
Colloquia Latina (student-teacher conferences)

November
1
R
OLC 8


5
M
OLC 8

7
W
OLC 8


8
R
OLC 9


12
M
OLC 9


14
W
OLC 10


15
R
OLC 10

19
M
OLC 10


21
W
[Thanksgiving Break]


22
R
[Thanksgiving Break]

26
M
OLC 10

28
W
Test 3 (OLC 6-10) 

29
R
OLC 11
December
3
M
OLC 11

5
W
OLC 11



6
R
OLC 11; review and conclusion; grade 3 for classroom performance

15
Sat.
Final exam (2:00 pm)
